
September 2018 
 
 
Dear 4th Grade & New 5th Grade Parents/Guardians, 
 
Welcome to the Hauppauge band program! Students in 4th & 5th grade have the 
opportunity to study the flute, oboe, clarinet, saxophone, french horn, trumpet, trombone, 
baritone, tuba, or percussion. Being a band member is a rewarding and fulfilling 
experience. Students get to learn a new instrument, make new friends, and be a part of a 
team! They will also get to perform in concerts throughout the year! Studies have shown 
that students who learn an instrument in school do better academically. Students are 
enhancing their abstract reasoning skills, math skills, and literacy skills. Playing an 
instrument also fosters creativity, builds confidence, and improves memory. 
 
Being a part of the band opens up many new opportunities for students such as 
performing at NYSSMA, SCMEA, the LI Music Festival, as well as playing in marching 
band and jazz band. Students who are enrolled in the band program will have one lesson 
during school every 6 days. Their lesson time will most likely rotate throughout that day 
so their lesson time will always be different but the day will stay the same. They will also 
rehearse one morning before school every 6 days. More details about before school 
rehearsals and lessons will be given out once your child has signed up for band and their 
instrument has been assigned. All instruments must be rented from a local music store. 
This information will be given out once an instrument is selected for your child. Please 
do not rent an instrument until I have contacted you about which instrument your 
child will be playing. If you have any questions concerning renting an instrument please 
contact me. Everyone has the opportunity to learn and play an instrument and there are 
some school instruments available to borrow. 
 
Please fill out the attached form and return it to me as soon as possible. Soon after, I will 
send home information regarding the instrument your child has been selected for! Thank 
you for your interest in the Hauppauge elementary band program! I am extremely excited 
to work with your child as he/she explores the amazing world of band! If you have any 
questions please feel free to contact me.  
 
Musically, 
 
Mrs. Champlin  
Band Director-Bretton Woods & Forest Brook Elementary School 
champlinm@hauppauge.k12.ny.us 
 
 


